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entitled, respectively, "The History of the Printed Text since [514," 
" The Materials of New Testament Text Criticism," and " The Theory 
and Praxis of New Testament Text Criticism," cover substantially the 
same ground as Schaff's Companion or Scrivener's Plain Introduction in 
English, but embody the results of later and more searching investi- 
gation. Written in an unusually simple and terse style, the book is a 
veritable treasure-house of information, but it is more than a com- 
pendium of universally acknowledged facts and current theories. The 
author is an original investigator, as well as a compiler, and his work 
is a genuine contribution to New Testament criticism. One hesitates 
about giving the book most unqualified commendation only because 
of doubt whether, in a manual intended, as this is, for popular use, the 
author's individual opinions are not too prominent. It may be true, 
as Blass argues, and Nestle is inclined to believe, that in the Acts D 
represents the first draft of the book, a fair copy of which, with cor- 
rections and alterations by Luke himself, is found in the ordinary text ; 
and it may also be that many problems in the synoptics and the early 
part of the Acts are most easily solved by the supposition of a mis- 
reading or a mistranslation of an original Semitic source. Yet, it is 
questionable whether such hypotheses are sufficiently well established 
to deserve place in a popular handbook. On the other hand, the 
presentation of the problems arising out of the numerous Syriac ver- 
sions is a model of clear, impartial exposition. Besides an appendix 
giving references for further study, there are also eight facsimile pages 
of New Testament manuscripts. — W. W. Fenn. 

Since the early eighties there have been held at Giessen annual 
meetings of the ministers living in the district around Giessen and the 
professors of the university. Some of the lectures delivered at these 
meetings were published by the J. Ricker'sche Verlags-Buchhandlung, 
Giessen, in a series called Vortrage der theologischen Konferenz zu Gies- 
sen. The latest additions to this interesting series are No. 12: Die 
sprachliche Erforschung der griechischen Bibel, ihr gegenwartiger Stand 
undihre Aufgaben, von G. Adolf Deissmann (1898; pp. 33; M. 0.80); 
and No. 14: Die neuen Funde auf dem Gebiete der altesten Kirchenge- 
schichte (1889-98), von Gustav Kriiger (1898; pp. 30; M. 0.60). — 
Deissmann, the author of the Neue Bibelstudien, shows the erroneous- 
ness of the almost universal belief, taught in most grammars of the 
New Testament idiom, concerning the peculiar character and the unity 
or uniformity of the so-called "biblical," or at least New Testament, 
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Greek. He maintains that, from the linguistic point of view the bibli- 
cal texts fall into two great groups, viz. : original Greek writings and 
Greek translations of Semitic originals. Within these two groups we 
find different linguistic elements that have to be treated individually. 
The true contrast to "biblical" Greek is the Greek of the "classical" 
period, not the so-called "profane Greek" {Profangracitai). Recent 
discoveries have shown that the peculiarities of "biblical" semasiology 
and lexicography (and, in the case of originally Greek writings, also 
of syntax) are, on the whole, the peculiarities observed in later, and 
especially unliterary, popular Greek. The author then gives a brief 
summary and estimate of the most important philological contributions 
of recent years, in which the English writers, Hatch, Redpath, H. H. 
A. Kennedy, and others, receive special credit. It is refreshing to 
notice the just tribute paid to Thiersch's De Pentateuchi versione Alex- 
andria libritres, 1841. In the field of New Testament research Schmie- 
del, Blass, Grimm-Thayer, Cremer, and others receive due attention. 
We strongly recommend this pamphlet, which, though small in size, 
gives a most excellent survey of most important philological work 
done during the last twenty years. — Every contribution from Kriiger's 
pen is worthy of the careful consideration of all students of the New 
Testament and of early church history. In the pamphlet mentioned 
above Kriiger presents, in semi-popular language, a clear survey of the 
recent discoveries in the field of New Testament apocryphal and early 
Christian literature. The finds of the Logia of Jesus, by Grenfell and 
Hunt (1897); of the apocryphal gospel and apocalypse of Peter, by 
Bouriant (1892); of the Coptic Acts of Paul, by Carl Schmidt (1897); 
and of the early Syriac translation of the four gospeis by Mrs. Lewis 
(1892), as well as a number of smaller, though by no means less 
important, discoveries, are briefly but precisely described. Of the later 
early Christian literature, the Martyrdom of Apollonius, edited by 
Conybeare from an Armenian text (1893); the Apology of Aristides, 
discovered by Harris (1889), and many other tracts, throwing light 
especially on some phases of early gnosticism, are discussed, the criti- 
cal apparatus and references being added in notes on pp. 26-30. This 
pamphlet is a worthy companion of Deissmann's treatise. — W. Muss- 
Arnolt. 

Some New Testament Problems. By Rev. Arthur Wright, M.A. 
(London: Methuen & Co., 1898; pp. xii + 349; 6s. " The Church- 
man's Library.") Under this somewhat elastic title Mr. Wright has 



